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GOURMET ESCAPE 2022 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Tourism) [2.02 pm]: I would like to inform the house that Tourism 
Western Australia has made the decision not to execute the contract extension for the Western Australia Gourmet 
Escape 2022 with event holder IMG Events and it will not be extending funding for the event for a further term. 
Given the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 on events, as demonstrated by the cancellation of the WA Gourmet Escape 
in 2020 and 2021, Tourism WA is reassessing the current delivery model of a Western Australian culinary event. 
The WA Gourmet Escape began in 2012 as the Margaret River Gourmet Escape and was initially operated by 
Brand Events Australia, which was purchased by IMG in 2015. The state government has supported the event 
since its inception through Tourism WA. In 2018, following a review requested by then Minister for Tourism, 
Hon Paul Papalia, MLA, a request-for-proposal process was undertaken for the development and management of 
a major culinary event, with the intention of expanding the Margaret River Gourmet Escape concept to other parts of 
the state. IMG was the successful respondent to the RFP, which resulted in the development of the Western Australia 
Gourmet Escape, first held in 2019 in the Swan Valley, Perth and Margaret River. 
The government recognises the hard work and dedication of IMG in delivering the Margaret River Gourmet Escape 
and, more recently, the WA Gourmet Escape, and it appreciates the visitation and promotional benefits it has 
delivered to the state over this time. IMG is a valued partner and Tourism WA remains positive about working 
with the organisation on other future event opportunities for Western Australia. Tourism WA continues to assess 
Western Australia’s blockbuster events calendar to ensure we have events that will not only attract new visitors, 
but also deliver strong economic benefits for the state as we adapt to living with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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